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(57) ABSTRACT

A system ensures the correct type of fuel is dispensed in an
aircraft while removing the introduction of human error in the
refueling process. The system includes an RFID tag disposed
at one or more aircraft that electronically stores data such as
engine type, engine hours, fuel type, tail number, and pilot/
subscriber data for the aircraft on which the RFID tag is
disposed. An RFID reader is disposed at or near a fuel dis-
pensing mechanism, such as a fuel truck or tank. A signal
indicative of fuel type is emitted from the RFID tag to the
RFID reader. RFID tags on aircraft that are enrolled in the
system’s subscription service enable aircraft to be recognized
by a module operating the fuel dispensing mechanism. Based
on a comparison performed by the module, authorization to
begin fueling is either permitted or declined.

14 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets
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AIRCRAFT REFUELING SAFETY SYSTEM

BACKGROUND

Aviation turbine fuels are used for powering jet and turbo-
prop engine aircraft. There are two main grades of turbine fuel
in use for United States civil commercial aviation: Jet A-1and
Jet A, both of which are kerosene-type fuels. Avgas is a
gasoline fuel that is used for reciprocating piston engine
aircraft. Avgas grades are defined by their octane rating. Two
ratings are applied to aviation gasolines: lean mixture and rich
mixture ratings. Currently, the two major grades in use are:
Avgas 100LL and Avgas 100.

The introduction of turbine fuels into a reciprocating
engine can have disastrous consequences. If this happens, the
reciprocating engine aircraft will be able to operate for sev-
eral minutes before a problem is realized. Often, this allows
the aircraft to taxi, take off, and climb to significant altitude
before engine failure. The severity is easily seen as fatalities
directly result from the introduction of the incorrect type of
fuel in such aircraft. As such, there is a great need to ensure
that the wrong fuel is not introduced into a given type of
aircraft.

SUMMARY

Accordingly, an aircraft refueling safety system is pro-
vided herein. The system comprises a module, which itself
comprises a memory and one or more processors in commu-
nication with the memory. The one or more processors are
configured to compare data wirelessly received from an RFID
tag located at an aircraft to data manually entered by an
operator. Each of the RFID tag data and the operator-entered
data comprise data identifying the aircraft and the type of fuel
required by the aircraft. The one or more processors are also
configured to determine, based on the comparison, if the
RFID tag data matches the operator-entered data. If the RFID
tag data matches the operator-entered data, an enable signal is
transmitted to allow fuel to be dispensed to the aircraft. On the
other hand, if the RFID tag data does not match the operator-
entered data, a disable signal is transmitted to prevent fuel
from being dispensed to the aircraft.

In view of the foregoing, an RFID tag is disposed on an
aircraft and transmits electronically-stored data including tail
number, fuel type, aircraft performance history, maintenance
data, and user account data to an RFID reader. The RFID
reader ultimately transmits the data to a module.

The module receives the data from the RFID tag via the
RFID reader, the same or similar data from an enterprise, and
data manually entered by an operator. The enterprise may be
a subscription-based enterprise that coordinates owner or
operator account data with nodes within the system, including
modules, RFID tags, and RFID readers. The operator also
manually enters aircraft identification and fuel type data.

The module is programmed to determine whether the type
of fuel required by an aircraft corresponds to the type of fuel
present in the fuel dispensing mechanism, e.g., a fuel truck.
Using data received from the RFID tag, the enterprise, and/or
the operator, the module performs a comparison of the
received fuel type data.

Based on the comparison, if the type of fuel in the fuel truck
matches the type of fuel required by the aircraft (as read from
the RFID tag, the enterprise data, and/or data manually input
by an operator), the fuel is dispensed. On the other hand, if
fuel type data received from the different sources do not
match, then fuel is prohibited from being dispensed. In such
case, an alarm may be activated to indicate that the type of fuel
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in the fuel truck does not match the type of fuel required by the
aircraft. The alarm may include an audible and/or visual
warning displayed to an operator, and a warning signal trans-
mitted to the enterprise and/or owner or operator of the air-
craft. Further, a cut-off system is activated that prevents dis-
pensing the fuel.

DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

For a more complete understanding of the concepts
described herein, reference is now made to the following
descriptions taken in conjunction with the accompanying
drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 illustrates an aircraft refueling system according to
an embodiment;

FIG. 2 illustrates components of a module that enables
aircraft refueling safety according to an embodiment;

FIG. 3 illustrates functional blocks executed to perform an
aircraft refueling safety method according to an embodiment;
and

FIG. 4 illustrates components of an enterprise that enables
owners/operators of an aircraft to establish accounts and asso-
ciate aircraft with such accounts for the purposes of ensuring
aircraft refueling safety according to an embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

A system is provided for ensuring the correct type of fuel is
dispensed in an aircraft while removing the introduction of
human error in the refueling process. The system includes an
RFID tag disposed on one or more aircraft that electronically
stores data such as engine type, engine hours, fuel type, tail
number, and owner or operator data for the aircraft on which
the RFID tag is disposed. An RFID reader is disposed at or
near a fuel dispensing mechanism, such as a fuel truck or tank.
A signal indicative of fuel type is emitted from the RFID tag
to the RFID reader. RFID tags on aircraft that are enrolled in
the system’s subscription service enable aircraft to be recog-
nized by a module operating the fuel dispensing mechanism.
Based on a comparison performed by the module, authoriza-
tion to begin fueling is automatically initiated, sparing the
pilot from the process of swiping a card, paying with cur-
rency, or entering data on a keypad.

For a given aircraft, a module in communication with the
RFID reader determines if fuel type data received from the
RFID tag matches fuel type data manually input from an
operator and/or received from another source. The module is
also in communication with a pump or similar fuel dispensing
mechanism and actuates or otherwise enables or disables the
pump based on the determination. If the module determines
that the fuel type data does not match, a warning is generated
and the fuel dispensing mechanism is disabled. If the module
determines there is a match, it transmits an enable signal to the
fuel dispensing mechanism to allow fueling. Therefore, the
system is safe and reliable as it removes or reduces human
error from the refueling process, and ensures the correct fuel
is dispensed to an aircraft.

According to another aspect, the module receives data
relating to aircraft that are enrolled in a subscription service
provided by an enterprise of the system. The owner or opera-
tor of an aircraft may participate in a subscription service
whereby user account data is loaded into the system and
distributed to a network of modules and network-based stor-
age or servers for use. Account data may include billing or
payment data, user preferences, and aircraft-specific data,
such as tail number, fuel type, engine type, engineer hours,
maintenance records, flight plans, and the like.
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An enterprise that enables an owner or operator subscrip-
tion services transmits owner or operator subscription data to
the modules over a network. Accordingly, account services
such as billing, etc., may be provided in addition to aircraft
refueling safety services. Data relating to a given aircraft may
be stored by the module for purposes of the comparison.
Further, various types of data for a given aircraft may be
updated at the module as it receives additional data from an
enterprise controller. The module may distribute the updated
data to other modules, the RFID tag, and the FBO.

FIG. 1 illustrates aircraft refueling safety system 100. An
aircraft in system 100 is provided with RFID tag 101, which
acts as a wireless based system and includes a transmitter that
is adapted to transmit data from RFID tag 101 as a radio
signal. RFID tag 101 is located on or within an aircraft and
contains electronically-stored data including aircraft identi-
fication data and aircraft owner or operator identification
data. Aircraft identification data may include, e.g., an aircraft
identification number (e.g., tail number), aircraft fuel type,
flight history or flight plan data, maintenance history data,
and the like. Aircraft data in RFID tag 101 may also suffi-
ciently identify the given aircraft as being owned and/or oper-
ated by a party that subscribes to aircraft refueling safety
enterprise 104 that comprises system 100. Owner or operator
identification data in RFID tag 101 may include, e.g., per-
sonal data, subscriber account data, payment data, and the
like. By way of example, RFID tag 101 may transmit the type
and amount of fuel dispensed to an aircraft so that a subscrib-
er’s account can be updated. This data can be transmitted to
controls within the aircraft itself, e.g., to be used as a backup
to current fuel storage tank measuring devices.

RFID tag 101 includes a memory for storing data and may
be read only, or read/write operable, so that electronically
stored data may be updated by writing data into the tag. This
can be useful for updating data relating to the aircraft itself as
well as the owner or operator. Preferably, RFID tag 101 is
passive and does not require a battery. Rather, power is sup-
pliedto RFID tag 101 by RFID reader 102. When radio waves
transmitted from RFID reader 102 are encountered by passive
RFID tag 101, a coiled antenna within RFID tag 101 forms a
magnetic field. The field operates to energize circuits in RFID
tag 101 and allows it to send data encoded in its memory.
Accordingly, during operation, RFID tag 101 collects energy
from radio waves transmitted by RFID reader 102 and acts as
apassive transponder to provide the electronically stored data
to RFID reader 102. This avoids the need for an additional
power source and allows RFID tag 101 to be smaller and
cheaper. In other embodiments, RFID tag 101 may be pow-
ered by electromagnetic induction from magnetic fields pro-
duced near RFID reader 102, or include a local power source
to increase the range at which RFID tag 101 and RFID reader
102 may communicate. Preferably, RFID reader 102 is con-
figured so that it may detect the radio signal emitted by RFID
tag 101 at any given orientation of the RFID reader 102 or
polarization of the radio signal.

RFID tag 101 may be selected based on requirements of the
aircraft and may be programmable. That is, RFID tag 101
may emit a fixed radio signal selected from a plurality of
RFID tags 101 that each emit different signals and are inte-
grally formed or affixed to aircraft corresponding to a certain
fuel type. Alternatively, a general RFID tag 101 may be inte-
grally formed or affixed to an aircraft and programmed to emit
a certain frequency radio signal corresponding to a certain
fuel type from a range of radio frequencies. With a program-
mable RFID tag 101, it may be reprogrammed at a later time,
e.g., when an aircraft is upgraded to operate with a different
fuel type. Also, a programmable RFID tag 101 can be pro-
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grammed to transmit updated data relating to new mainte-
nance data, new user account data, and the like.

RFID reader 102, which is in communication with module
103, is preferably located at or near fuel providing means 105,
which itself may be a fuel truck, a tank, or the like. Fuel
providing means 105 may comprise a main body which typi-
cally houses the components necessary for providing fuel and
are dependent upon the type of fuel to be provided. The main
body is not limited to any particular shape or construction.
The main body may be fluidly coupled to a reservoir or the
like containing the fluid-based fuel, and may include a fuel
dispensing mechanism 107, e.g., pump that dispenses fuel
from the main body of fuel providing means 105. Module 103
actuates or otherwise enables or disables fuel providing
means 105 by transmitting an enable or disable signal based
on the operations performed by module 103.

RFID reader 102 may be located near or at any position on
fuel providing means 105, such as a handle or nozzle of pump
107. RFID reader 102 could, e.g., also be located on the main
body or the fuel line of fuel providing means 105. Further,
RFID reader 102 may be located internally to any of the
above-mentioned components.

During operation of system 100 wireless modulated sig-
nals are bounced from RFID tag 101 to RFID reader 102,
which detects the stored aircraft identification data and air-
craft owner or operator identification data and extracts such
data from the wireless data structure. The format of the data
structure itself will depend on the communication schemed
employed by RFID tag 101 and RFID reader 102. RFID
reader 102 communicates this data to module 103, which
coordinates aircraft refueling safety mechanisms described
herein.

For a given aircraft, module 103 determines if fuel type
data received from RFID tag 101 matches fuel type data
manually input from an operator via a user interface and/or
received from enterprise 104. Module 103 is also in commu-
nication with fuel dispensing mechanism 105 and actuates or
otherwise enables or disables the dispensing of fuel to an
aircraft based on the determination. That is, if module 103
determines that the fuel type data does not match, a warning
is generated and the fuel dispensing mechanism is disabled. If
module 103 determines there is a match, it transmits an enable
signal to fuel dispensing mechanism 105 to allow fueling.

Data relating to (1) an account belonging to an owner or
operator enrolled in a subscription service provided by sys-
tem 100, and (2) aircraft-specific data relating to the account
is exchanged between module 103 and enterprise 104. Using
the functionality provided by enterprise 104, an owner or
operator of an aircraft may participate in a subscription ser-
vice whereby user account and aircraft data is loaded into
system 100 and distributed to a network of modules 103 and
network-based storage or servers for use. Account data may
include billing or payment data, user preferences, and air-
craft-specific data, such as tail number, fuel type, enginetype,
engineer hours, maintenance records, flight plans, and the
like. Accordingly, data relating to an enrolled aircraft may be
uploaded and stored in each module 103 within system 100
for purposes of fuel-type comparison. The various types of
account and aircraft-specific data for an aircraft associated
with an enrolled subscriber may be updated from time to time
at each module 103, as additional data is provided by enter-
prise 104.

Enterprise 104 itself provides network and storage
resources sufficient to interface with subscribers and commu-
nicate with each module 103 in system 100 and correspond-
ing fixed-based operators (FBO) 106. Each FBO 106 in sys-
tem 100 communicates with enterprise 104 and one or more
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modules 103 to facilitate sharing and updating data relating to
an enrolled aircraft within system 100. As discussed herein, a
given FBO 106 will typically communicate with enterprise
104 via a backhaul network and modules 103 located at the
same airport as the given FBO 106 via a local network. By
way of example, within system 100, enterprise 104 commu-
nicates with modules 103 and their corresponding FBOs 106
to share and update data relating to services such as fueling
and maintenance for each aircraft associated with an enrolled
subscriber. Subscribers exchange data with enterprise 104 at
subscribe interface 111, which may be, e.g., an owner or
operator computer, mobile device, or the like.

Enterprise 104 communicates with FBOs 106 over net-
work 108 and a plurality of modules 103 over network 109,
using one or a combination of wired, cellular, or local net-
works. Communication networks 108 and 109 may be dis-
tributed networks, having a plurality of base stations/eNo-
deBs that coordinate with one another to perform operations
described herein. However, it will be understood by those of
skill in the art that all or portions of networks 108 and 109 will
comprise a centralized location (perhaps one of a base station/
eNodeB, a controller, or enterprise) to enable the operations.

Communication networks 108 and 109 may be imple-
mented using a number of wireless communication methods
between FBOs 106 and corresponding modules 103 over
network 110, and a combination of wireless and/or wireline
communication methods between enterprise 104, FBOs 106
and modules 103. Such wireless methods include CDMA,
TDMA, FDMA, OFDMA, and SC-FDMA schemes. A
CDMA network may implement a radio technology, such as
Universal Terrestrial Radio Access (UTRA), Telecommuni-
cations Industry Association’s (TIA’s) CDMA2000®, and
the like. The UTRA technology includes Wideband CDMA
(WCDMA) and other variants of CDMA. The CDMA2000®
technology includes the IS-2000, IS-95 and IS-856 standards
from the Electronics Industry Alliance (EIA) and TIA. A
TDMA network may implement a radio technology, such as
Global System for Mobile Communications (GSM). An
OFDMA network may implement a radio technology, such as
Evolved UTRA (E-UTRA), Ultra Mobile Broadband
(UMB), IEEE 802.11 (Wi-Fi), IEEE 802.16 (WiMAX), IEEE
802.20, Flash-OFDMA, and the like. The UTRA and
E-UTRA technologies are part of Universal Mobile Telecom-
munication System (UMTS). 3GPP Long Term Evolution
(LTE) and LTE-Advanced (LTE-A) are newer releases of the
UMTS that use E-UTRA. UTRA, E-UTRA, UMTS, LTE,
LTE-A and GSM are described in documents from an orga-
nization called the “3rd Generation Partnership Project”
(3GPP). CDMA2000® and UMB are described in documents
from an organization called the “3rd Generation Partnership
Project 2” (3GPP2). The techniques described herein may be
used for the wireless networks and radio access technologies
described above, as well as other wireless networks and radio
access technologies. Preferably, enterprise 104 communi-
cates with FBOs 106 and/or modules 103 using LTE or
LTE-A wireless communication methods coupled with short
range wireless systems, including WiFi networks and the like,
provided by FBO 106.

In view of the foregoing, RFID components in system 100
that wirelessly communicate with one another have a range of
20 to 300 feet. RF tag 101 and RF reader 102 preferably
operate in common frequencies that (1) do not interference
with other communication in the vicinity, and (2) do not
require a license from the regulating government authorities,
e.g., the Federal Communication Commission (FCC).
According to one aspect, RF tag 101 and RF reader 102 may
be pre-programmed to operate on these unlicensed bands and

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

6

further function to detect interference and take appropriate
steps to avoid such interference by e.g., scheduling commu-
nications during available time slots, utilizing different cod-
ing or modulation schemes, and switching channels for com-
munication. So, while radio frequencies used in system 100
may vary, a specified band width or band widths may be
pre-designated to avoid interference with communication
between the aircraft and local networks. Further, RFID reader
102 and/or module 103 may further include interference
detection and avoidance functionality, whereby, e.g., RFID
reader 103 transmits RF tones to RFID tag 101 at different
frequencies to avoid the detected interference. Accordingly,
RFID tag 101 may be configured to respond at different
frequencies.

Wireless communication can be accomplished with infra-
red transmitters and receivers, magnetic energy and the like.
Otherwise, RFID tag 101 may operate from around 120 kHz
up to 10 GHz depending upon their intended use and design
specification. Other radio frequencies of operation are
thought to include 30 kHz to 30 MHz, preferably a High
Frequency (HF) signal, e.g. from 1 MHz to 15 MHz, more
preferably from 12 MHz to 14 MHz, e.g. 13.56 MHz. Alter-
natively, the radio frequency used may be an Ultra High
Frequency (UHF) signal, e.g. from 300 MHz to 3 GHz, pret-
erably from 500 MHz to 1 GHz, more preferably from 750
MHz to 900 MHz, such as the 900 MHz ISM band.

According to one aspect, the frequency of signals transmit-
ted from RFID tag 101 may correlate to the type of fuel
required by the corresponding aircraft. For example, a radio
signal of 300 kHz may correspond to a petrol powered air-
craft, while a radio signal of 500 kHz may correspond to a
diesel powered aircraft.

FIG. 2 illustrates, in more detail, components of a module
that enables aircraft refueling safety according to the con-
cepts described herein. Referring to FIG. 2, module 200 may
correspond to module 103 illustrated in FIG. 1. Components
of module 200 may comprise hardware, software, firmware,
program code, or other logic (for example, ASIC, FPGA,
etc.), as may be operable to provide the functions described
herein. Module 200 comprises components that, when
executing operations described herein, effectuate aircraft
refueling safety mechanisms. Each of these components can
be separate from, or integral with, module 200.

The functionality and operations of module 200 are con-
trolled and executed through processor(s) 201 and special-
ized software executing thereon. Processor(s) 201 may
include one or more core processors, central processing units
(CPUs), graphical processing units (GPUs), math co-proces-
sors, and the like. Processor(s) 201 execute program logic,
whether implemented through software stored in a memory
202 or in firmware in which logic is integrated directly into
integrated circuit components. Module 200 may communi-
cate wirelessly with other system components, such as mul-
tiple nodes comprising enterprise/service provider 104, mul-
tiple aircraft RFID tags 101, RFID readers 102, and fuel
providing means 105 through various radios, such as wireless
radio 203, such as one or more of wireless wide area network
(WWAN) radios and wireless local area network (WLAN)
radios. If a WWAN radio is included as one of the radios in
wireless radio 203, communication would generally be
allowed to communicate over a long range wireless commu-
nication network such as 3G, 4G, LTE, and the like. Various
WLAN radios, such as WIFI™ radios, BLUETOOTH®
radios, and the like, would allow communication over a
shorter range. Module 200 may also provide communication
and network access through a wired connection with network
interface 204. The wired connection may connect to the pub-
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lic-switched telephone network (PSTN), or other communi-
cation network, in order to connect to the Internet or other
accessible communication network.

Module 200 may include memory 202 that stores radio
signals that are used to determine if the correct fuel is to be
inserted into the aircraft. Memory 202 may be provided as a
separate component and affixed to or formed integrally with
module 200. The exact location of memory 202 is not limited
and memory 202 may be provided with any form of commu-
nication means to communicate with RFID reader 102 and
module 200. Indeed, memory 202 may be provided in a
remote location, at e.g., enterprise 104, and simply commu-
nicate radio signals to comparator 212. Memory 202 may
include any type of data storage means such as computer
readable memory or the like.

Preferably, memory 202 stores aircraft identification data
205 and owner or operator identification data 206. Aircraft
identification data 205 may include, e.g., an aircraft identifi-
cation number (e.g., tail number), aircraft fuel type, flight
history or flight plan data, maintenance history data, and the
like. Aircraft identification data 205 may also sufficiently
identify the given aircraft as being owned and/or operated by
a party that subscribes to aircraft refueling safety enterprise/
service provider. Owner or operator identification data 206
may include, e.g., personal data, subscriber account data,
payment data, and the like.

Under control of processor(s) 201, program logic stored on
memory 202, including aircraft application 207, subscriber
application 208, operator application 209, correlation engine
210, and other applications are executed to provide the func-
tionality of module 200, including communications, storage,
computation, filtering, analysis, and correlation of aircraft
data (including required fuel type) and subscriber data (in-
cluding fuel type associated with an account), and transmit-
ting data to system components to ensure aircraft refueling
safety. Various operating applications may be displayed visu-
ally to the user via user interface 211. By way of example,
user interface 211 presents user-facing data such as an indi-
cation of the type and amount of fuel currently supplied to, or
being supplied to, a given aircraft. Other indicia for distin-
guishing fuel providing means 105 and an aircraft, such as
numbers or letters, may also be provided.

User interface 211 includes various hardware and software
applications that control the rendering of visual data onto the
display screen of module 200 (not shown). User interface
211, under control of the processor(s) 201, controls and oper-
ates all forms of interfaces between the user and module 200.
As such, when module 200 is implemented using a touch
screen display, user interface 211 may read the user’s input
and finger motions on the touch screen and translate those
movements or gestures into electronic interface commands
and data entry. Various embodiments of user interface 211
also will render visual data through processing, controlled by
processor(s) 201, and display that visual data on the display.
During input to a touch screen device, user interface 211 may
be receiving and analyzing input data from a user’s finger
movements and gestures on the display screen. User interface
211 may operate along with other peripheral input devices
such as a keyboard, a mouse, a stylus, and the like.

Aircraft application 207 may configure processor(s) 201 to
extract stored aircraft identification data 205 to effectuate
operations described herein. Aircraft application 207 may be
interfaced with subscriber application 208, operator applica-
tion 209, and correlation engine 210 to correlate fuel type data
between (1) aircraft identification data 205, (2) owner or
operator identification data 206, and/or (3) data input by the
operator. Correlating fuel type data received from RFID tag
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101, enterprise 104, and from the operator adds redundant
safety before a particular type of fuel is allowed to be dis-
pensed to the given aircraft.

Subscriber application 208 may further configure proces-
sor(s) 201 to extract stored owner or operator data 206 to
effectuate operations described herein. Subscriber applica-
tion 208 may extract personal data, subscriber account data,
payment data, and the like to correlate fuel type data as
described herein. Subscriber application 208 may further
read data received from enterprise 104 on a periodic basis and
instruct processor(s) 201 to store updated or additional data as
owner or operator data 206.

Operator application 209 may further configure
processor(s) 201 to extract data manually received from an
operator via user interface 211 to effectuate operations
described herein. Execution of operator application 209 is
optional. However, operation application 209 is preferably
executed because it requires that operator data be manually
input as a means to add redundant safety before the system or
the operator allows a particular fuel type to be dispensed to a
given aircraft.

Correlation engine 210 is preferably interfaced with air-
craft application 207, subscriber application 208, and opera-
tor application 209 to correlate data received from the appli-
cations. Correlation engine 210 may configure processor(s)
201 to launch a comparison of fuel type data received from
various sources in response to an operator selection to initiate
a fuel type comparison and transmit an enable or disable
signal based on the comparison. In some of these embodi-
ments, processor(s) 201 may employ user interface 211 to
receive operator input to and establish a connection with other
system components to transmit the enable or disable signals.
Further, correlation engine 210 may also cause a comparison
to launch simply in response to detecting signals from one or
more RFID tags 101 via RFID reader 102 or requests to
launch a comparison from enterprise 104.

Module 200, under operation of correlation engine 210,
may be further configured to transmit fuel type comparison
results, as well as updated aircraft identification data 205 and
owner or operator identification data 206 at predetermined
intervals. Because this data may change over time, such
updated data may be stored in RFID tags 101 and enterprise/
service provider 104 to reflect changes to user accounts, air-
craft records, and the like. Radio 203, module interface 204,
and enterprise interface 213 may configure processor(s) 201
to establish a connection for module 200 and system compo-
nents to transmit such data.

Preferably, correlation engine 210 comprises or operates in
conjunction with comparator 212. Comparator 212 may be
provided as a separate component and affixed to, or integrally
formed with, module 200. As with memory 202, comparator
212 is provided with any form of suitable communication
means so as to communicate with module 200, memory 202,
the various applications and engines therein, fuel providing
means 105, and alarm 215.

During operation, aircraft identification data 205 is
received at RFID reader 102 from RFID tag 101 and is ulti-
mately communicated to module 200. This data may be
stored and otherwise processed or filtered by aircraft appli-
cation 207. Also, owner or operator data 206 is received via
enterprise interface 213. This data may be stored or otherwise
processed or filtered by subscriber application 208. Data may
also be manually input by an operator. This data may be stored
or otherwise processed or filtered by operation application
209. Correlation engine 210, executing or operating with
comparator 212, may call each of aircraft application 207,
subscriber application 208, and operation application 209 to
retrieve the needed data. In doing so, correlation engine 210
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may compare aircraft identification data 205 (received from
RFID reader 102) to (1) owner or operator identification data
206 (received from enterprise service provider 104 via enter-
prise interface 213), and/or (2) data manually entered by a
system operator (received via user interface 211). As men-
tioned, module 200 preferably requires manual entry of fuel
type data from a system operator as a means to ensure the
operator is paying attention to the fuel to be dispensed.

According to an embodiment, the data compared by com-
parator 212 may be in the form of coded data that represents
fuel type. Comparator 212 may compare the two codes and, if
a match is found, module 200 transmits an enable signal to
fuel providing means 105. The enable signal may be received
at fuel providing means 105 and operate a circuit or other
component, e.g., relay 112, to actuate fuel providing means
105 to allow fuel to be dispense to the aircraft. On the other
hand, if comparator 212 determines the codes do not match, a
disable signal operates on relay 112 to actuate fuel providing
means 105 to prevent fuel from being dispensed to the air-
craft.

Memory 202 and comparator 212 may communicate with
alarm 215. Additionally, either one of the components may be
integrally formed with module 200 and alarm 215. Alarm 215
is provided with suitable means to communicate with com-
parator 212. For example, this could include physically con-
necting alarm 215 to comparator 212 via electric wires or the
communication link could be wireless. The communication
link may be a one or two-way link, such that alarm 215 may
communicate with comparator 212.

If the data compared by comparator 212 does not match, a
warning will also be activated by alarm 215, alerting the
operator of fuel providing mechanism 105 that they are using
the wrong fuel for the aircraft. Alarm 215 generates a warning
signal which is one of: a visual based signal; a sound based
signal; a visual and sound based signal; a vibration signal; a
visual and vibration based signal; a sound and vibration based
signal; and a visual, sound, and vibration based signal. In
conjunction with activation of alarm 215, as discussed, mod-
ule 200 also effectuates a physical block or prevention of the
transfer of fuel. As such, the operator cannot simply ignore
the warning signal, as the operator cannot refuel the aircraft
until the correct fuel is provided.

FIG. 3 illustrates functional blocks executed to perform an
aircraft refueling safety method according to the concepts
described herein. Specifically, FIG. 3 illustrates functional
blocks executed by a module such as module system 103
illustrated at FIG. 1 and/or module 200 illustrated at FIG. 2.

At step 301, the module compares data wirelessly received
from an RFID tag located at an aircraft to data manually
entered by an operator. Each of the RFID tag data and the
operator-entered data may comprise data identifying the air-
craft and the type of fuel required by the aircraft. As dis-
cussed, RFID tag data may be transmitted to module 300
when the RFID tag is activated. This may be done either
passively or actively (via a battery or aircraft power supply).
Once the RFID reader is within the transmitting range of
RFID tag, the radio signal is detected by the RFID reader and
communicated to module 300.

In performing the comparison, module 300 compares the
radio signal received from the RFID tag to a predetermined
radio signal assigned to the fuel dispensing mechanism. The
predetermined radio signal may correspond to the type of fuel
in the fuel dispensing mechanism. That is, the predetermined
radio signal may be set to a specific frequency or type of
signal that corresponds to the fuel in the fuel dispensing
mechanism. For example, the predetermined radio signal
may include a plurality of signals or include a frequency band
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of'acceptable radio signal frequencies or the like. This could
include estimating an error (e.g., the frequency of the radio
signal is within 10% of the frequency of the predetermined
radio signal) or checking that the radio signal, or frequency
thereof, lies in an acceptable frequency band. This may be
particularly useful in a retrofit system or the like.

It should also be appreciated that module 300 may also
compare the RFID tag data and/or the operator-entered data to
datareceived from an enterprise. The enterprise data may also
include data identifying the aircraft and the type of fuel
required by the aircraft. Ultimately, the comparison between
the radio signal received from the RFID tag and the predeter-
mined radio signal associated with the fuel dispensing
mechanism is utilized to make decisions and take further
action, as discussed herein.

At step 302, the module determines if the RFID tag data
matches the operator-entered data. The determination is
based on the comparison performed at step 301. That is,
module 300 determines whether or not fuel dispensing
mechanism dispenses the correct fuel by analyzing and com-
paring the radio signal to the predetermined signal. In the
event enterprise data is received, module 300 also determines
if the enterprise data matches the RFID tag data and the
operator-entered data.

At step 303, if the RFID tag data matches the operator-
entered data, module 300 transmits an enable signal to allow
fuel to be dispensed to the aircraft. In this case, fueling is
allowed to proceed. According to an embodiment, step 303
may result in no action being taken as the fuel in the fuel
dispensing mechanism is determined to be valid. That is, the
fuel dispensing mechanism is determined to provide the cor-
rect type of fuel to the aircraft, and the provision of fuel from
the fuel dispensing mechanism is allowed to proceed accord-
ing to standard fueling procedure. In this embodiment, no
warning is generated and the operator simply operates the fuel
dispensing mechanism as appropriate; for example, by oper-
ating the fuel pump. Fuel is therefore able to pass from the
nozzle ofthe fuel dispensing mechanism 10 to the fuel tank of
the aircraft via the fuel line. The pump itself may or may not
be activated prior to the compression of a trigger. In other
words, the trigger may control the flow of fuel to the aircraft,
and may also include operation (i.e., activation) of the pump.

At step 304, if the RFID tag data does not match the
operator-entered data, module 300 transmits a disable signal
to prevent fuel from being dispensed to the aircraft. The
disable signal may be sufficient to mechanically actuate fuel
dispensing components to prevent them from being able to
dispense fuel. Further, the disable signal may effectuate a
visual and/or audio alarm.

At step 305, module 300 triggers an alarm if the fuel types
do not match. The alarm is triggered in response to the deter-
mination made at step 302. The alarm, which may comprise a
visual and/or audio alarm, may be displayed to an operator via
the module’s interface, and transmitted to the enterprise and/
or the owner operator.

According to an embodiment, module 300 compares the
detected radio signal and determines the level of correspon-
dence, which is then transmitted to an alarm unit. If the alarm
unit is positioned at module 300, then module 300 may fur-
ther comprise a transmitter and/or an encoder or modulator
for communication with the alarm unit. In this regard, module
300 may transmit the radio signal or determination of corre-
spondence over a distance greater than the transmitting range
between the RFID tag and the RFID reader.

As such, at step 306, module 300 compares the RFID tag
data to data received from an enterprise. In at least one
embodiment, module 300 may also compare the operator-
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entered data to data received from the enterprise. As men-
tioned, the enterprise data may include data identifying the
aircraft and the type of fuel required by the aircraft. It should
also be appreciated that the RFID tag data and the enterprise
data may also include account data relating to an owner or 5
operator of the aircraft. This data may be compared to deter-
mine if data stored within the RFID, the manually entered
data, and the data and provided by the enterprise are current.
Ifthe data matches, at step 307, it is determined that no update
is need. if the data does not match, at step 308, an update is
transmitted to at least one of the RFID tag, the module for
display to the operator, and the enterprise, depending on
which data source is not current.

Further, module 300 may store data relating to the amount
of fuel dispensed and other data read from the RFID tag.
Module 300 may further operate to communicate such data to
the enterprise as a means of providing real-time, or iterative,
updates for account data at the enterprise itself.

FIG. 4 illustrates components of an enterprise that enables
owners/operators of an aircraft to establish accounts and asso-
ciate aircraft with such accounts for the purposes of ensuring
aircraft refueling safety according to the concepts described
herein. Referring to FIG. 4, enterprise 400 may correspond to
enterprise 104 illustrated in FIG. 1. Components of enterprise
400 may comprise hardware, software, firmware, program
code, or other logic (for example, ASIC, FPGA, etc.), as may
be operable to provide the functions described herein.

Enterprise 400 provides an interface with end users to
create subscription accounts, store and update account data,
and communicate account data to FBOs 106 and/or modules
103 within system 100. Accordingly, enterprise 400 includes
at least end user network nodes 401a-401» and one or more
controllers 402. Controllers 402 may comprise processors,
storage, and communication components to provide the func-
tionality described herein. By way of example, controller 402
may leverage local storage, cloud storage, and distributed
components across one or more networks.

During operation, enterprise 400 may receive transaction
data from modules 103, update user accounts to reflect the
transaction data, and distribute the updated data across sys-
tem 100. Further, enterprise 400 may include a fuel-payment
solution that can be used in refueling safety system 100 to pay
for fuel purchases. Enterprise 400 preferably provides its own
payment-based software, which is linked to the a point-of-
sale (POS) system installed in modules 103, allowing users to
be billed by enterprise 400. RFID tag 101 may be encoded
with a list of credentials indicating the billing history, account
data, user preferences, and the like. As such, if a pilot or user
were to pay via their subscriber account, that data, along with
the RFID tag 101 number would be routed through module
103 to enterprise 400.
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The invention claimed is:
1. An aircraft refueling safety module, the module com-
prising:
a memory, and
one or more processors in communication with the
memory, the one or more processors configured to:
compare data in a data structure wirelessly received
from an RFID tag located at an aircraft, the RFID tag
data comprising data identifying the aircraft and the
type of fuel required by the aircraft to data manually
entered by an operator, the operator-entered data
comprising data identifying the aircraft and the type
of fuel required by the aircraft;
determine, based on the comparison, if the RFID tag
data matches the operator-entered data; and
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if the RFID tag data matches the operator-entered data,
transmit an enable signal to allow fuel to be dispensed
to the aircraft, or
if the RFID tag data does not match the operator-entered
data, transmit a disable signal to prevent fuel from
being dispensed to the aircraft.
2. The module of claim 1 where the one or more processors
is further configured to:
compare the RFID tag data and the operator-entered data to
data in a data structure received from an enterprise, the
enterprise data comprising data identifying the aircraft
and the type of fuel required by the aircraft;
determine, based on the comparison, if the enterprise data
matches the RFID tag data and the operator-entered
data; and
if the enterprise data matches the RFID tag data and the
operator-entered data, transmit an enable signal to allow
fuel to be dispensed to the aircraft, or
if the enterprise data does not match the RFID tag data and
the operator-entered data, transmit a disable signal to
prevent fuel from being dispensed to the aircraft.

3. The module of claim 2 where the one or more processors
is further configured to:

enable, if the enterprise data does not match the RFID tag

data and the operator-entered data, an operator alarm
signal.

4. The module of claim 1 where the one or more processors
is further configured to:

enable, if the RFID tag data does not match the operator-

entered data, an operator alarm signal.

5. The module of claim 1 where the one or more processors
is further configured to:

store, in a computer memory, a data structure comprising

data indicating the type and amount of fuel dispensed to
the aircraft; and

transmit the data indicating the type and amount of fuel

dispensed to an enterprise.

6. The module of claim 1 wherein the RFID tag data further
comprises account data relating to an owner or operator of the
aircraft and the enterprise data further comprises account data
relating to the owner or operator of the aircraft.

7. The module of claim 6 where the one or more processors
is further configured to:

compare the RFID tag data relating to the owner or opera-
tor of the aircraft to the enterprise data relating to the
owner or operator of the aircraft;

determine, based on the comparison, if the RFID tag data
relating to the owner or operator of the aircraft or the
enterprise data relating to the owner or operator of the
aircraft must be updated; and

ifan update is required, transmit the updated data to at least
the RFID tag or the enterprise.

8. An aircraft refueling safety method, the method com-

prising:

comparing, at a module, data in a data structure wirelessly
received from an RFID tag located at an aircraft, the
RFID tag data comprising data identifying the aircraft
and the type of fuel required by the aircraft to data
manually entered by an operator, the operator-entered
data comprising data identifying the aircraft and the type
of fuel required by the aircraft;

determining, at the module, based on the comparison, if the
RFID tag data matches the operator-entered data; and



US 9,340,298 B1

13

if the RFID tag data matches the operator-entered data,
transmitting an enable signal to allow fuel to be dis-
pensed to the aircraft, or

if the RFID tag data does not match the operator-entered
data, transmitting a disable signal to prevent fuel from
being dispensed to the aircraft.

9. The method of claim 8 further comprising:

comparing, atthe module, the RFID tag data and the opera-
tor-entered data to data in a data structure received from
an enterprise, the enterprise data comprising data iden-
tifying the aircraft and the type of fuel required by the
aircraft;

determining, at the module, based on the comparison, if the
enterprise data matches the RFID tag data and the opera-
tor-entered data; and

if the enterprise data matches the RFID tag data and the
operator-entered data, transmitting an enable signal to
allow fuel to be dispensed to the aircraft, or

if the enterprise data does not match the RFID tag data and
the operator-entered data, transmitting a disable signal
to prevent fuel from being dispensed to the aircraft.

10. The method of claim 8 further comprising:

enabling, if the RFID tag data does not match the operator-
entered data, an operator alarm signal.
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11. The method of claim 9 further comprising:

enabling, ifthe enterprise data does not match the RFID tag
data and the operator-entered data, an operator alarm
signal.

12. The method of claim 8 further comprising:

storing, at the module, a data structure comprising data

indicating the type and amount of fuel dispensed to the
aircraft;

transmitting, from the module, the data indicating the type

and amount of fuel dispensed to an enterprise.
13. The method of claim 8 wherein the RFID tag data
further comprises account data relating to an owner or opera-
tor of the aircraft and the enterprise data further comprises
account data relating to the owner or operator of the aircraft.
14. The method of claim 13 further comprising:
comparing, at the module, the RFID tag data relating to the
owner or operator of the aircraft to the enterprise data
relating to the owner or operator of the aircraft;

determining, at the module, based on the comparison, if the
RFID tag data relating to the owner or operator of the
aircraft or the enterprise data relating to the owner or
operator of the aircraft must be updated; and

if an update is required, transmitting the updated data to at

least the RFID tag or the enterprise.

#* #* #* #* #*



